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Board asks attorney general about inspector general’s authority

u Request follews audit of school

system's handling of Seven Locks

project; IG says County Council has
been clear about his role

BY SEAN R. SEDAM
STAFF WRITER

“The county school board will ask the state’s
Attpmey General for an opinion if the county’s
inspector general has the jurisdiction to con-
duct andits of the school

The request, which ‘board
Thumday, fallows the Feb. 15 release of an audit

which Inspector General Thomas ). Dagley
'quesrmned the board’s actions in approving a
$14 millioh plan to build & replacement for Sev-
en Locks Elementary School on Kendale Road
in Potomac,

Board member Stephen N. Abrams (Dist. 2)
oé}luck\rﬂln Tas led rilw ri.l;:qﬁe on questioning
i t'tl\sflﬂ:ml’ neral s authol

Abrams, fflah‘man of {hg board's Audit
Committee, responded to a draft of Dagieys
report with g five- pﬂge]ener on Feh. 7. Abram-;
wrote that two legal opinions he solicited con-'

cluded “that state law does not prmm.e such
auﬂmmyl.ulhelmpecun(vemml

The audit was within the legal bounds
established by the county’s inspecior general
law, Dagley said Tuesday.

“] confinue to be gui by the County
Council and any legal opinions or rulings
regarding the Office of nspector General's
authority,” he said. “... Its
clear 10 me, with the issue
having been discussed a
number of times by the
County Council since 1 got
here. Since I've hfcﬂ Idae
inspector  general, T've
received all or most of the
information I've res
relaliiv;ahg af\.‘lidin h?ad the
WO office pet-
formed.” Dagley

On Friday, Abrams recalled the relation-
ship the board had with Dagley’s predecessor,
Norman D. Buts, who, Abrams said, worked
with the school system to Teview its opera-
tlons, including its transportation depart-

ment.
“When you have a w}hbuml.l\ﬂ: Wllfl.l’lﬂ{lv

you're nat p]avmg gotcha 1G politics,” Abrams ©

said, "We have a new person in [the inspector
generals] office and a very activist County
Council that is deing anything they can o
expand their power."

County Councilman Michael L. Subin (D-
At large) of Gaithersburg, in a scathing memo
to Dagley on April 11, wrote that he would not
request a peer review of Dagley's report on Sev-

en Locks.

T din 50 not because T
think that your office would
have passed professional
scrutiny, because 1 do not,
but because that it is in the
hest interest of the children
to hope that this issue will
resolve itself without further
ado,” wrote Subin, chairman
af the council's Education

qu could limit
ﬂlescngmrdhusandhm;usm 2 of the entire
process” for planning the Seven project.
He also cited a 1964 state Court of Appeals opin-
ion that said, in part, “The Board of Education is
ot a part of the execitive bia:éce.xh ofthe ODL;I!.(}'
BOVErnment nox ncy under its conmol.”
hr‘?{m& hm “haie said !hv Séviei

Locks audit was politically motivated,

“You were either di by several citizens
ar by one of rwo, if not both, council offices,”
Subin wrote in his memo to Dagley.

Abrams

“I'm pmun lhemustpusmw: spin on that
for the IG," he sald. “That he was trying o
ingratiate himself to council mem!
thal and Denis.

Councilman Howard A. Denis (R-Dist. 1) of
Chwy Chase, who represents Polomac, has

Dagley's work on Seven Locks audit,
which led Denis to propose rebuilding the
school at s current sjte on Seven Locks Road.

Dagley would not respond to Subin’s
mema.

Council President George L. Leventhal
questioned Abrams motives for attacking

‘has a “number of items on his work
plan that affect the school system® inchuding
whether dje boand has violated the statels open
meetings law, said Leventhal {D-At Jarge} of
Takoma Park.

"I'im very curious what Mr, Abrams is trying
w hide from the 1G." he sald, “I'm very curious
why, Mz, J"mr.n! is 50, worried HMSP:JHJ.IY

nquiFy



